
NetEffect and Fulcrum Microsystems Collaborate to Deliver Unmatched 10-Gigabit 
Ethernet Performance 

AUSTIN, TX – July 10, 2006– NetEffect, the industry leader in low-latency and high-performance Ethernet 
channel adapters, today announced that interoperability testing with Fulcrum Microsystems showed NetEffect's 
NE010x iWARP Ethernet channel adapter (ECA) achieving the highest throughput and lowest latency of any 
Ethernet adapter on the market today. Benchmarks were run using Fulcrum's FocalPoint Evaluation Platform, 
which showcases FocalPoint, a 24-port, 10Gb Ethernet Switch Chip that, at 200ns latency, leads the market in 
low-latency intelligent switching. 

As demonstrated in testing conducted at Ohio Supercomputing Center, the combined solution delivered end-to-
end latency of less than 10 microseconds - a new performance record for a standards-compliant iWARP-based 
implementation. 

The NetEffect NE010x is the first adapter on the market to fully implement the iWARP Ethernet standards, 
allowing data center managers to realize more than 10Gbps data throughput, while remaining completely 
compatible with existing Ethernet hardware and software. 

"We have run extensive benchmark tests with NetEffect's 10Gb iWARP Ethernet adapter," said Dennis 
Dalessandro, Network Researcher at Ohio Supercomputer Center (OSC). "We're pleased to report that the 
performance we have encountered demonstrates the lowest latency and highest throughput of any Ethernet 
channel adapter that we have seen on the market today. Latency has long been one of the biggest hindrances of 
Ethernet as a cluster interconnect, but with the low latency of the NetEffect ECA and the Fulcrum switch, this is 
no longer an issue." 

"We're proud to be working with an industry leader such as Fulcrum Microsystems. Together we provide 
customers with solutions that address their high-performance and low-latency Ethernet requirements," said Rick 
Maule, CEO of NetEffect. "The Fulcrum Microsystems and NetEffect collaboration solves real problems that IT 
managers face every day. Leveraging the ubiquity of Ethernet, our technologies combine to enhance Ethernet to 
be the only fabric needed for high-performance networking, storage and clustering applications. This new 
capability for Ethernet creates products that are equally suitable for the uncomplicated data center demands of 
small companies up through the most complex networking topologies for large enterprises." 

"The demands in data centers for a low-latency Ethernet fabric to meet needs for networking, storage and 
clustering applications are escalating," said Bob Nunn, CEO of Fulcrum Microsystems. "Fulcrum is the industry 
leader in low-latency Ethernet switches. Similarly, NetEffect is the clear leader in low-latency, Ethernet channel 
adapters. The combined solution provides end-to-end latency for iWARP-based Ethernet well below 10us for the 
first time in the industry." 

NetEffect and Fulcrum Microsystems began public interoperability demonstrations in May at Interop. 

NetEffect is currently providing its 10Gb iWARP ECAs for testing with selected customers. 

About Fulcrum Microsystems  

Founded in 2000, Fulcrum Microsystems Inc. is a fabless semiconductor company focused on developing 
interconnect switch chips for next-generation board and system designs. The company's devices change the 
paradigm for interconnect, offering low latency, fine-grained flow control, and high throughput which combine to 
simplify board design and to build in more flexibility and higher performance. More information can be found at 
www.fulcrummicro.com.  

About OSC  

OSC is Ohio's high performance computing, networking, and research center. Established in 1987 by the Ohio 
Board of Regents, the Center provides scientific computing, networking, educational outreach, and information 
technology resources to state and national high performance computing and networking groups. OSC empowers 



its academic, industrial, and government partners to make Ohio the education and technology state of the future. 
For more information, go to www.osc.edu.  

About NetEffect  

NetEffect is a privately held network connectivity solutions company providing next generation, multi-gigabit 
Ethernet products. These products fully implement iWARP standards, the new series of Ethernet extensions. 
iWARP enables Ethernet scalability to deliver high throughput for networking, fast access for storage, and low 
latency for clustering. NetEffect solutions can concurrently support legacy Ethernet infrastructures and the new 
generation of storage and clustering applications, at 10Gbps speeds. Visit www.neteffect.com for more 
information.  
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